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CHAPTER SUMMARY 
 
 In recent years, human geography has undergone a “cultural turn”. 

 
 Critical perspectives are highly relevant to discussions of difference, power, and inequality.  

 
 Variables that affect identity include language, religion, ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality.  

 
 From discussions of difference, the concept of “other” is of particular importance.  

 
 Tourism is another area of study for human geographers where the concepts of “otherness” 

come into play. 
 

 Critical geographies and concepts of positionality and recognizing differences, gender, and power 
are all relevant to examinations of many social and political issues and how these relate to place.  

 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
After reading this chapter, you should be able to  
 
 understand the significance of the cultural turn in geography and the importance of understand-

ing the influence of culture and identity; 
 understand and explain the main criticisms of modernism and its belief in positivism; 
 understand the difference between essentialism and constructionism, and how these apply to 

humanist, Marxist, feminist, and post-modernist thinking; 
 define the difference between feudalism, capitalism, and socialism, and elaborate on their relative 

places in history; 
 demonstrate knowledge of what humanist, Marxist, feminist, and post-modernist geographers 

study, in terms of choice of subject, context, and method; and  
 demonstrate knowledge of the type of real-world issues such as genocide, multiculturalism, iden-

tity, well-being, gender relations, tourism, and health to which critical geography can be applied.  
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Acculturation The process by which an ethnic individual or group is absorbed into a larger society 
while retaining aspects of distinct identity. (p. 268) 
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Apartheid The South African policy by which four groups of people, as defined by the authorities, 
were spatially separated between 1948 and 1994. (p. 301) 
 
Assimilation The process by which an ethnic group is absorbed into a larger society and loses its 
own identity. (p. 268) 
 
Authority The power or right, usually mutually recognized, to require and receive the obedience of 
others. (p. 260) 
 
Chain migration A process of movement from one location to another through time sustained by 
social links of kinship or friendship; often results in distinct areas of ethnic settlement in rural or ur-
ban areas. (p. 268) 
 
Contextualism Broadly, the idea that it is necessary to take into account the specific context within 
which any research is conducted. (p. 261) 
 
Critical geography A collection of ideas and practices concerned with challenging inequalities as 
these are evident in landscape. (p. 258) 
 
Ecotourism Tourism that is environmentally friendly and allows participants to experience a distinc-
tive ecosystem. (p. 292) 
 
Ethnic group A group whose members perceive themselves as different from others because of a 
common ancestry and shared culture. (p. 268) 
 
Genocide An organized, systematic effort to destroy a group defined in ethnic terms; usually the 
targeted group is seen as living in the “wrong place.” (p. 262)  
 
Ghetto A residential district in an urban area with a concentration of a particular ethnic group. (p. 
268)  
 
Hegemony A social condition in which members of a society interpret their interests in terms of the 
world view of a dominant group. (p. 260) 
 
Iconography The description and interpretation of visual images, including landscape, in order to 
uncover their symbolic meanings; the identity of a region as expressed through symbols. (p. 259) 
 
Locale The setting or context for social interaction; a term introduced in structuration theory that 
has become popular in human geography as an alternative to “place.” (p. 290) 
 
Multiculturalism A policy that endorses the right of ethnic groups to remain distinct rather than to 
be assimilated into a dominant society. (p. 269) 
 
Nativism Intense opposition to an internal minority on the grounds that the minority is foreign. (p. 
267)  
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Orientalism Western views of the Orient, implying a view of the periphery from the centre; closely 
associated with postcolonial theory, especially the work of Edward Said. (p. 260) 
 
Other Subordinate group as seen by and contrasted to dominant groups; implies both difference and 
inferiority. (p. 260) 
 
Phenotype Any physical or chemical trait that can be observed or measured. (p. 262)  
 
Positionality The ideological preference and the identity of the researcher as this relates to the sub-
jects of the research. (p. 261) 
 
Power The capacity to affect outcomes; more specifically, to dominate others by means of violence, 
force, manipulation, or authority. (p. 260) 
 
Queer theory Ideas developed in gay and lesbian studies and concerned with oppressed sexualities 
in terms of both social rights and cultural politics. (p. 277)  
 
Race A subspecies; a physically distinguishable population within a species. (p. 262) 
 
Racism A particular form of prejudice that attributes characteristics of superiority or inferiority to a 
group of people who share some physically inherited characteristics. (p. 263) 
 
Representation A depiction of the world, acknowledging the impossibility to be exact as all such 
depictions are affected by the researcher’s identity. (p. 261) 
 
Sexism Attitudes or beliefs that serve to justify sexual inequalities by incorrectly attributing or deny-
ing certain capacities either to women or to men. (p. 273) 
 
Sexuality In some feminist and psychoanalytic theory, interpreted as a cultural construct rather than 
as a biological given. Aligned with power and control. (p. 276) 
 
Situatedness An idea that rejects notions of researcher authority and impartiality—knowledge is 
not neutral and cannot be acquired in some detached and disembodied manner. Rather, all 
knowledge is partial and located somewhere. (p. 261) 
 
Species A group of organisms able to produce fertile offspring among themselves but not with any 
other group. (p. 262) 
 
Welfare geography An approach to human geography that maps and explains social and spatial var-
iations. (p. 281)  
 
Well-being The degree to which the needs and wants of a society are satisfied. (p. 281) 
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS  
 
1. Drawing from examples, discuss the history of the concept of “genocide.” Discuss which inter-

national bodies are concerned with it and why it is difficult to define and identify its occurrence.  
 

2. Drawing from examples, describe the factors that facilitated the rise of mass tourism. Discuss 
the benefits and drawbacks of this form of economic development in locales.  
 

3. Discuss how feminist geographers study gender and landscape and, drawing from examples, de-
scribe the importance of this type of study.  
 

4. Examine how human geographers study regions and sense of place. What are the features of the 
regions they select to study? What are their methods of analysis? 
 

5. How is Marxist theory relevant to the study of social identities and landscapes? Drawing from 
examples, describe the relevance of Marxist theory to contemporary human geography.  

 
 

LINKS OF INTEREST  
 
 United Nations Human Rights Council 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
 
 Sacred Destinations 

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/ 
 
 United Nations Agreements on Human Rights 

http://www.hrweb.org/legal/undocs.html 
 
 Ethnologue Language Index 

http://www.ethnologue.com/country_index.asp 
 
 UNESCO’s Multilingualism in Cyberspace 

http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=16539&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

 
 Religion and Place 

http://www.religionandplace.org.uk/ 
 
 The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 

http://religions.pewforum.org/ 
 
 

SUGGESTED READINGS 
 
Blunt, A., et al., eds. 2003. Cultural Geography in Practice. New York: Oxford University Press. 
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Undergraduate text emphasizing how to do cultural geographic research; practical instruction in 
key methodologies and discussion of research that puts the methodology into practice. 

 
Hall, R. E., ed. 2008. Racism in the 21st Century: An Empirical Analysis of Skin Color. New York: Spring-

er. 
 

Important text focusing on both the flawed concept of race and the reality of racism. 
 
Meade, M. S., and M. Ench. 2010. Medical Geography, 3rd edn. New York: Guilford. 
 

A comprehensive text. 
 
Nelson, L., and J. Seager, eds. 2005. A Companion to Feminist Geography. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell. 
 

Valuable overview of feminist practices and approaches. 
 

 

YOUTUBE VIDEOS 
 
 TEDx Talks. 2015. “Multiculturalism as a threat and multiculturalism as an asset | Rebar Jaff | 

TEDxErbil.” YouTube video, 13:19. Posted February 2015. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_FSHKircIoA 

 
1. How is acculturation discussed in relation to becoming a Canadian? 

 The speaker spends a lot of time discussing “becoming Canadian.” He mentions in sev-
eral parts how he didn’t know how where he fit in—there were all different kinds of 
people. He talks about “what are your grandparents” and it turns out, according to him, 
that the more diverse your background is the more Canadian you are. He discusses how 
there are many different cultures existing within Canada and Canadians are a group of 
people from different places.  

2. What is the roll of negative versus positive energy in development?  

 The speaker talks about being able to go back to his home country (Iraq) and brings the 
positive energy he had gained from travelling abroad, living in Canada, France, and learn-
ing the languages. He indicates that multiculturalism takes work, acceptance takes work, 
and positive energy is required. 

 
 
 TEDx Talks. 2013. “New life for old towns through sustainable tourism: Alex Kerr at 

TEDxKyoto.” YouTube video, 14:53. Posted October 2013.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kLRanIhp2jg 

 
1. What has Japan traditionally been doing to try to stop the depopulation of the small villages? 

 Traditionally the Japanese government responded with engineering works. Large high-
ways were built, large museums, art installations, streams were covered in cement. They 
took a very physical response or a technologically driven response with the hopes that 
modernization would bring people back to the small villages. It did not work. 

2. What is the “appeal of nothing special”? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FSHKircIoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FSHKircIoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLRanIhp2jg
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 It is the true appeal of a place. The idea that a sustainable, eco-friendly tourist business is 
able to bring people to a place. It allows people to understand the historical culture of a 
place.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


