
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY 
 
 The processes and consequences of globalization are best understood by first understanding 

concepts of distance, space, and networks.  
 

 Knowledge of networks, distance, and space are all critical to understanding processes of global-
ization.  

 
 One area of inquiry that is of particular interest is the global reliance on technology and the in-

creasing digital divide between developed and developing nations.  
 

 There have been global agreements to decrease trade barriers since the development of the Gen-
eral Agreement of Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1947. 

 
 Critics of economic globalization point out that it benefits the more-developed world over the 

less-developed world, particularly where transnational companies are based. 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
After reading this chapter, you should be able to  
 
 define concepts of distance, space, and networks and explore how they are understood econom-

ically, socially, and cognitively.; 
 explain different concepts of diffusions, examine how they occur within space, and how they are 

affected by population density; 
 understand how networks have contributed to time–space convergence and the types of net-

works that geographers tend to study; 
 describe the motivators for trade and the varying degrees of integration of states relating to 

trade;  
 understand how distance can be overcome (transnationals and transmitting information); and  
 define economic globalization, the role of transnational corporations, and the critiques and sup-

porting arguments for increased economic globalization. 
 
 
 
 
 

3 GEOGRAPHIES OF  
GLOBALIZATION 



 

 

KEY TERMS 
 
Alienation The circumstance in which a person is indifferent to or estranged from nature or the 
means of production. (p. 89) 
 
Competitive capitalism The first of three phases of capitalism, beginning in the early eighteenth 
century; characterized by free-market competition and laissez-faire economic development. (p. 88) 
 
Disorganized capitalism The most recent form of capitalism, characterized by disorganization and 
industrial restructuring. (p. 88)  
 
Fordism A group of industrial and broader social practices introduced by Henry Ford, including the 
mass-production assembly line, higher wages, and shorter working hours. (p. 88) 
 
Foreign direct investment (FDI) Direct investment by a government or multinational corporation in 
another country, often in the form of a manufacturing plant. (p. 72) 
 
Gross domestic product (GDP) A monetary measure of the value at market prices of goods and 
services produced by a country over a given time period (usually one year); provides a better indica-
tion of domestic production than GNP. (p. 79) 
 
Innovations Introduction of new inventions or ideas, especially ones that lead to change in human 
behaviour or production processes. (p. 62) 
 
International division of labour A term referring to the current tendency for high-wage and high-
skill employment opportunities, often in the service sector, to be located in the more developed 
world, whereas low-wage and low-skill employment opportunities, often in the industrial sector, are 
located in the less developed world. (p. 72) 
 
Organized capitalism The second phase of capitalism, beginning after World War II: increased 
growth of major corporations and increased involvement by the state in the economy. (p. 88) 
 
Post-Fordism A group of industrial and broader social practices evident in industrial countries since 
about 1970; involves more flexible production methods than those associated with Fordism. (p. 88) 
 
Principle of least effort Considered to be a guiding principle in human activities; for human geogra-
phers, refers to minimizing distances and related movements. (p. 61) 
 
Tariff A tax or customs duty on imports from other countries. (p. 67)  
 
Time–space convergence A decrease in the friction of distance between locations as a result of 
improvements in transportation and communication technologies. (p. 61) 
  
 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS  
 
1. Research and explain the differences of opinion between pro- and anti-globalization advocates.  



 

 

 
2. What role do networks play in globalization processes? Describe how changes in networks have 

created conditions for increased globalization. 
 
3. Describe how the evolution of the transport system has led to increased trade and globalization.  
 
4. What are the key events and agreements in history that have affected trade relationships? How 

have these led to current states of trade and globalization? 
 
5. Describe the process of fair trade as an alternative to free trade. Describe and discuss the effec-

tiveness of this movement. 
 
 

LINKS OF INTEREST  
 
 Fair Trade 

http://www.fairtrade.net/ 
 
 Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 

http://www.ftaa-alca.org/alca_e.asp 
 
 Make Trade Fair 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/campaigns/trade 
 
 North American Free Trade Organization Now 

http://www.naftanow.org/ 
 
 The NAFTA Secretariat 

http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/ 
 
 World Fair Trade Organization 

http://wfto.com/ 
 
 World Trade Organization 

http://www.wto.org/ 
 
 

SUGGESTED READINGS 
 
Dicken, P. 2010. Global Shift: Mapping the Changing Contours of the World Economy, 6th edn. New York: 

Guilford. 
 

A definitive text that details the workings of the global economy and how changes impact places 
and people. Intended for upper-level students. 

 
Gatrell, A. C. 1983. Distance and Space: A Geographical Perspective. Oxford: Clarendon. 
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A clear account of distance and spatial concepts with many examples of appropriate analyses. 
 
Murray, W. E. 2006. Geographies of Globalization. New York: Routledge. 
 

A balanced discussion of the topic with comprehensive coverage of economic, political, and cul-
tural trends. 

 
 

YOUTUBE VIDEOS 
 
 Fair Trade Certified. 2011. “Fair Trade: Improving Lives.” YouTube video, 2:04. Posted June 

2011.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tvLHDxv4B4 
 

1. Fair trade is all about improving lives. How does fair trade work? 

 In many countries, such as Africa, Asia, Latin America, the laws protecting workers are 
very weak or not enforced. So for many of the agricultural workers around the world, it 
is not very safe. Fair trade is trying to change this. 

2. How does Fair Trade help children? 

 In many countries, child labour is very common. Fair Trade and Cocoa co-ops are build-
ing schools, creating scholarships funds and creating kids on to high school and college.  

 
 Pete Rose. 2010. “Sustainable Transport Systems.” YouTube video, 6:17. Posted April 2010.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn_Xkx7TvbA 
 
1. Why are governments investing in sustainable transportation? 

 The needs and considerations of global citizens are changing. Issues of congestion, air 
pollution, and oil dependency are being changed. Increased urbanization and car-culture 
are creating more grid lock than ever. It is more costly for governments when traffic 
crawls and opportunity is lost. 

2. What is one reaction planners are advocating for? 

 One reaction is to change the way that we travel—to designate one lane of traffic for 
buses only—not for “normal” traffic flow. Preference is going to be given to bus traffic. 
Dedicated lanes can control the time it takes to get from A to B.  
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