Recommended Resources

Chapter 1: Studying the History of English

An extremely interesting, very readable, and beautifully produced account of the English
language:

Crystal, David. 2003a. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Langunage. 2nd edn. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

The standard reference work on the history of English:

The Cambridge History of English. 1992—1999. Vols. I-VI (Vol. I ed. by Richard M. Hogg, Vol. II ed. by
Norman Blake, Vol. IIT ed. by Roger Lass, Vol. IV ed. by Suzanne Romaine, Vol. V ed. by
Robert Burchfield, Vol. VI ed. by John Algeo). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Some traditional and more contemporary textbooks of the history of English:

Algeo, John. 2010. The Origins and Development of the English Langnage. Based on the original work of
Thomas Pyles. 6th edn. Boston: Thomson-Wadsworth.

Barber, Charles, Beal, Joan, and Shaw, Philip A. 2009. The English Langnage: A Historical Introduction.
2nd edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Baugh, Albert C., and Thomas Cable. 2013. A History of the English Language. 6th edn. Boston:

Pearson.

Gelderen, Elly van. 2014. A History of the English Langnage. Revised edn. Amsterdam and Philadelphia:

John Benjamins.
Gramley, Stephan. 2001. The 1 ocabulary of World English. London: Arnold.

Millward, C.M., and Hayes, Mary. 2011. A Biography of the English Langnage. 3rd edn. Boston:
Wadsworth Cengage.

Singh, Ishtla. 2005. The History of English: A Student’s Guide. London: Hodder Arnold.




More on English as a global language:
Crystal, David. 2006b. English as a Global Language. 2nd edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

The most complete contemporary grammars of English:

Biber, Douglas, Johansson, Stig, LLeech, Geoffrey, Conrad, Susan, and Finegan, Edward. 1999.
Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English. Hatlow: Pearson.

Quirk, Randolph, Greenbaum, Sidney, Leech, Geoffrey, and Svartvik, Jan. 1985. A Comprebensive
Grammar of the English Langnage. 1.ondon and New York: Longman.

Huddleston, Rodney, and Pullum, Geoffrey K. 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Langnage.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Two basic introductions to linguistics:
Finegan, Edward. 2015. Language: Its Structure and Use. Tth edn. Boston: Cengage Learning.

Fromkin, Victoria, Rodman, Robert, and Hyams, Nina. 2013. A» Introduction to Langnage. 10th edn.
Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.

Two introductions to English linguistics:

Brinton, Laurel J., and Brinton, Donna M. 2010. The Linguistic Structure of Modern English. Amsterdam
and Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

Curzan, Anne, and Adams, Michael. 2012. How English Works: A Linguistic Introduction. 3rd edn. New
York: Pearson.

Some helpful introductions to morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics:

Carstairs-McCarthy, Andrew. 2002. An Introduction to English Morphology: Words and Their Structure.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

Grittiths, Patrick. 20006. An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Grundy, Peter. 2008. Doing Pragmatics. 3rd edn. London and New York: Routledge.
Kreidler, Charles W. 2014. Introducing English Semantics. 2nd edn. London and New York: Routledge.



A useful dictionary of linguistic terms and concepts:

Crystal, David. 2008. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. 6th edn. New York: Wiley Blackwell.

More information on electronic corpora and corpus linguistics:

Lindquist, Hans. 2009. Corpus Linguistics and the Description of English. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

VARIENG: Research Unit for the Study of Variation, Contacts and Change in English:
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/CoRD/corpora/corpusfinder

Some of the corpora mentioned in this chapter:

Davies, Mark. 2004—. BYU-BNC. (Based on the British National Corpus from Oxford University
Press). Available online at http://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/.

Davies, Mark. 2008—2015. The Corpus of Contemporary American English: 520 million words, 1990—present.
Available online at http://cotpus.byu.edu/coca/.

Davies, Mark. 2010—. The Corpus of Historical American English: 400 million words, 1810—2009. Available
online at http://corpus.byu.edu/coha/.

De Smet, Hendrik, Diller, Hans-Jurgen, and Tyrrko, Jukka. 2011. The Corpus of Late Modern English
Texts, version 3.0. See https://perswww.kuleuven.be/~u0044428/clmet3 0.htm.

Dictionary of Old English Web Corpus. 2011. Antonette diPaolo Healey with John Price Wilkin and Xin
Xiang. University of Toronto Press. See http://www.doe.utoronto.ca/pages/pub/web-

corpus.html.

Early English Books Online (EEBO). 2003-2014. Chadwyck-Healey. ProQuest LL.C. See
http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home.

ICAME Collection of English Langnage Corpora. 1999. 2nd edn. Bergen: The HIT Centre, University of
Bergen. See http://clu.uni.no/icame/newcd.htm.

Literature Online (LION). 1996-2015. Chadwyck-Healey. ProQuest LLC. See
http://literature.proquest.com/marketing/index.jsp.

Rissanen, Matti. Kyt6, Merja, Kahlas-Tarkka, Leena, Kilpio, Matti, Nevanlinna, Saara, Taavitsainen,
Irma, Nevalainen, Terttu, and Raumolin-Brunberg, Helena. 1991. The Helsinki Corpus of English

Texts. See http:/ /www.helsinki.fi/varieng/CoRD /corpora/HelsinkiCorpus/

University of Michigan, Humanities Text Initiative. 1994—. See quod.lib.umich.edu/lib/collist.


http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/CoRD/corpora/corpusfinder/
http://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/
http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
http://corpus.byu.edu/coha/
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/people/varieng_tyrkko.html
http://www.doe.utoronto.ca/pages/pub/web-corpus.html
http://www.doe.utoronto.ca/pages/pub/web-corpus.html
http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home

Chapter 2: Sounds and Sound Change in English

The classic descriptions of English phonetics and phonology:

Ladefoged, Peter, and Disner, Sandra Ferrari. 2011. VVowels and Consonants. 3rd edn. Oxford and
Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell.

Ladefoged, Peter, and Johnson, Keith. 2010. A Course in Phonetics. 6th edn. Boston: Wadsworth.

An invaluable guide to the various phonetic alphabet symbols and diacritics:

Pullum, Geoffrey K., and Ladusaw, William A. 1996. Phonetic Symbo! Guide. 2nd edn. Chicago and
London: University of Chicago Press.

Further information about the development of writing:

Coulmas, Florian. 1996. The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Writing Systems. Oxtord and Cambridge, MA:
Blackwell.

Crystal, David. 2003a. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Langnage. 2nd edn. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Fischer, Steven Roger. 2001. A History of Writing. London: Reaktion Books.

Robinson, Andrew. 2007. The Story of Writing: Alphabets, Hieroghphs & Pictograms. 2nd edn. London:
Thames and Hudson.

Rogers, Henry. 2004. Writing Systems: A Linguistic Approach. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

A discussion of types of sound changes, specifically in English:

Minkova, Donka, and Stockwell, Robert. 2009. English Words: History and Structure. 2nd edn.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Chapter 3: Causes and Mechanisms of Language Change

Some general (and accessible) introductions to historical linguistics:

Campbell, Lyle. 2013. Historical Linguistics: An Introduction. 3rd edn. Havard, MA: MIT Press.

Crowley, Terry and Bowern, Claire. 2010. An Introduction to Historical Linguistics. 4th edn. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Millar, Robert McColl (ed.). 2015. Trask’s Historical Linguistics. 3* edn. London: Routledge.



Schendl, Herbert. 2001. Historical I inguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

A lively discussion of the social factors in language change:

Aitchison, Jean. 2012. Language Change: Progress or Decay? 4th edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

More on language contact:

Thomason, Sarah G. 2001. Langnage Contact: An Introduction. Washington, DC: Georgetown
University Press.

Thomason, Sarah G., and Kaufman, Terrence. 1988. Language Contact, Creolization and Genetic
Linguistics. Betkeley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press.

Classic works of sociolinguistics:

Labov, William. 1972a. Language in the Inner City: Studies in the Black English 1 ernacular. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press.

Labov, William. 1972b. Sociolinguistic Patterns. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Milroy, James. 1992. Linguistic 1 ariation and Change: On the Historical Sociolinguistics of English. Oxftord
and Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

Good introductory textbooks on historical pragmatics and historical sociolinguistics, with a
focus on English:

Jucker, Andreas H., and Taavitsainen, Irma. 2013. English Historical Pragmatics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Millar, Robert McColl. 2012. English Historical Sociolinguistics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

On language death:

Harrison, K. David. 2008. When Languages Die: The Extinction of the World's Languages and the Erosion of
Human Knowledge. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

More on semantic change:

Algeo, John. 1998. Vocabulary’. In The Cambridge History of the English Language. 170l 117: 1776—1997.
Ed. by Suzanne Romaine, 57-91. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lakoff, George, and Johnson, Mark. 1980. Metaphors We Live By. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



Traugott, Elizabeth Closs, and Dasher, Richard B. 2002. Regularity in Semantic Change. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Williams, Joseph M. 1975. Origins of the English Language: A Social and Linguistics History. New Y ork:
The Free Press.

Some of the historical corpora mentioned in this chapter:

Barnard, John, et al. 1996-2014. English Drama. Chadwyck-Healey Ltd. ProQuest LLC. Available by
subscription. See http://collections.chadwyck.com/marketing/home ed.jsp

Hitchcock, Tim, et al. (eds). 2013. The O/d Bailey Proceedings Online, 1674—1913. Version 7.1. See
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org.

Kyto, Metja, and Culpeper, Jonathan. 2006. A Corpus of English Dialogues 1560—1760. 2006. Available
through the Oxford Text Archive. See
http:/ /www.engelska.uu.se/Research/English Tancuage/Research Areas/Electronic Resource

Projects/A Corpus of English Dialogues/.

Kyto, Metja, Grund, Peter J., and Walker, Terry. 2011. An Electronic Text Edition of Depositions 1560—
1760. Available on the CD accompanying Kyt6, Grund, and Walker (2011). See
http://www.engelska.uu.se/Forskning/engelsk sprakvetenskap/Forskningsomraden/Electronic

Resource Projects/English Witness Depositions/
Nevalainen, Terttu, et al. 1998. Corpus of Early English Correspondence (1418—1800). 1998. See
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/domains/ CEEC.html.

Taavitsainen, Irma, et al. 2005. Middle English Medical Texts. Available on CD ROM. Amsterdam and
Philadelphia: John Benjamins. See
http:/ /www.helsinki.fi/vatieng/CoRD/corpora/ CEEM/MEMTindex.html.

Taavitsainen, Irma, et. al. 2010. Early Modern English Medical Texts. Available on CD ROM.
Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins. See
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/CoRD /corpora/ CEEM/EMEMTindex.html.

Chapter 4: The Indo-European Language Family and Proto-Indo-European

A good introduction to reconstruction, the PIE language, and PIE society:

Watkins, Calvert. 2000. ‘Indo-European and the Indo-Europeans’. The American Heritage Dictionary of
Indo-Enrgpean Roots, vii—xxxv. 2nd edn. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Some sources on Indo-European languages and PIE linguistics:

Clackson, James. 2007. Indo-European Linguistics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.


http://collections.chadwyck.com/marketing/home_ed.jsp
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.engelska.uu.se/Research/English_Language/Research_Areas/Electronic_Resource_Projects/A_Corpus_of_English_Dialogues/
http://www.engelska.uu.se/Research/English_Language/Research_Areas/Electronic_Resource_Projects/A_Corpus_of_English_Dialogues/
http://www.engelska.uu.se/Forskning/engelsk_sprakvetenskap/Forskningsomraden/Electronic_Resource_Projects/English_Witness_Depositions/
http://www.engelska.uu.se/Forskning/engelsk_sprakvetenskap/Forskningsomraden/Electronic_Resource_Projects/English_Witness_Depositions/
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/domains/CEEC.html
http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/CoRD/corpora/CEEM/EMEMTindex.html

Fortson, Benjamin W., IV. 2010. Indo-European Langunage and Culture: An Introduction. 2nd edn. Oxford
and Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell.

Voyles, Joseph, and Barrack, Charles. 2009. An Introduction to Proto-Indo-Enropean and the Early Indo-
European I angnages. Bloomington, IN: Slavica.

A classic discussion of PIE society:

Benveniste, Emile. 1973. Indo-Enropean anguage and Society. Trans. by Elizabeth Palmer. Coral
Gables, FL: University of Miami Press.

The debate about the PIE homeland:

Anthony, David W. 2007. The Horse, The Wheel and 1anguage: How Bronge-Age Riders from the Eurasian
Steppes Shaped the Modern World. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Mallory, J.P., and Adams, D.Q. (eds). 1997. Encyclopedia of Indo-European Culture. London and
Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.

Pereltsvaig, Asya, and Lewis, Martin. 2015. The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical
Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Renfrew, Colin. 1988. Archaeology and Langunage: The Puzzle of Indo-European Origins. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

An archeological reading on the culture of the people who preceded the Indo-Europeans:

Gimbutas, Marija. 1982. The Goddesses and Gods of Old Europe. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press.

A concise overview of the debate about the PIE homeland:

Wade, Nicholas. 2015. “The Tangled Roots of English’. The New York Times.
http:/ /www.nvtimes.com/2015/02/24 /science/new-licht-on-the-roots-of-english.html

Chapter 5: Germanic and the Development of Old English
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