Case Narrative: Maisy and Eric, Ages 8 and 10

“Do you know why you’re here?” Tally asked the two children sitting in front of her on the plush, purple couch. Tally Rand, a clinical social worker, met with many children whose parents were embroiled in difficult divorce and post-divorce litigation. Eric, 10 and Maisy McLaughlin, 8, had the familiar “deer in the headlight” look of youngsters caught in the middle of child custody struggles. Like others Tally counseled, the McLaughlin children surmised that whatever they said would anger someone and could harm their most precious relationships. She often wondered why parents asked their children to make such tough choices. 


Eric, the older, spoke first. He was somber and kept his eyes from meeting hers, he picked at his cuticles as he talked. “Our Mom wants us to move to New York but our Dad wants us to stay right here. They thought we should talk to someone.” Maisy, unlike her brother, looked directly into Tally’s eyes. “Mom’s sad and that makes me sad but I don’t want to move. I play soccer and my 3 best friends live here.” Eric retorted, “Well Dad’s stressed out, too. And he doesn’t have a lot of money, so we’ll probably end up moving anyway.”  
On the surface, Maisy seemed the more resilient of the two, but Tally suspected that she had learned to control her feelings. Tally knew that she had become preoccupied with her weight. “To run faster”, she had said. Eric was more fragile. The McLaughlin’s reported that his grades were steadily declining; he was uncharacteristically withdrawn, and spent most of his time with video games. Eric was worried about his father and eventually confided that he was afraid of his stepfather. He insisted Tally not to tell his mother about his fears – he didn’t want her to be upset. Both children were unequivocal however that they wanted to stay in their home community. 
Tally had to admit that she liked both parents. They were competent and caring and knew their children well. Liking them though didn’t make her role any easier. Being the child’s ‘voice’ stirred ethical and practical dilemmas. Tally wanted to do what was right for the children – but it was complicated to know what the right choice might be.
1. Content in Chapter 10 covers disruptions in children’s lives including divorce and custody arrangements. Discuss how you would use this information to analyze Tally’s challenge in making recommendations on behalf of the children. Identify specific concerns you have respectively about Eric and Maisy.
2. Reflect upon the professional, moral, and ethical issues involved with this case study. Describe how you would address personal and professional dilemmas before offering recommendations.
3. A decision has to be made about the children’s residence and custody. How might you determine what is in Eric and Maisy’s best interests? In small groups, determine recommendations using evidence from readings and class discussions to justify them?
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