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A Bad Example of a Literature 
Review

[bookmark: _GoBack]This literature review will cover the themes which are most useful for my dissertation; this is because it will help to guide my analysis chapter. 	Comment by Author: This is too brief and needs more detail of what the chapter will cover 
Men and Masculinity
This section will outline the work on gender which I think is interesting. Hegemonic theorising will be introduced because it is important for my work. 	Comment by Author: This is too colloquial. Also, why is it interesting? Be clear	Comment by Author: Again, why is this important for your work?
Hegemonic masculinity theorising and its critiques
Theorising on hegemonic masculinity dominates.  This is also talked about a lot in work on men and sport. I am going to look at men and how they think about hegemonic masculinity. I want to know if they get it. Because of this, I will start with talking about the theory. 	Comment by Author: Reference needed here to support your argument 	Comment by Author: Again, too colloquial. 	Comment by Author: Be more precise	Comment by Author: Clarity of expression needs some work here 

Hegemonic masculinity is quite new and people might argue what it means. But a certain thing is that it comes from work of people who are Marxists. Gramsci talked about hegemony first of all and this has been borrowed in masculinity work. He says hegemony helps to understand power. Connell does agree with this too and says that there are some groups and institutes in society which make the masculinity dominant. The term hegemonic masculinity arrived late. It has been described by Connell (2005) to be a ‘synthesis’ of lots of things. 	Comment by Author: Reference needed to support your point here. 	Comment by Author: Too vague, needs clarity, who are you talking about? Reference them at the end. 	Comment by Author: Reference 	Comment by Author: The sentences here are all a bit abrupt and the writing is too colloquial for academic work 

Even though there have been people who disagree with the theory and who say it has lots of issues and problems which make it difficult to use it still seems to be used by lots of people. But all of these people using it means that it is difficult to find one definition as people like to disagree and argue. Having said all this, a definition is that it can be the same as what Connell page 832 in 2005 argued ‘the pattern of practice that allowed men’s dominance over women to continue’. Currently Hearn (2004) has said that hegemonic masculinity ideas are still useful and that they can still be applied in research. 	Comment by Author: This is vague, it would be better to refer to who you mean directly and to include names at the end of sentences to strengthen your argument. 	Comment by Author: The writing here needs improvements. It is colloquial and needs to be clearer. Also, this is again very vague. 	Comment by Author: The referencing needs to be correct and consistent throughout the chapter 	Comment by Author: Can you extend this, it is currently abrupt and leaves the reader hanging…
 
The newest thinking on this theory states that the concept is changeable and that it is useful because of the way it can be adapted and applied. Not everyone agrees with some criticisms of this theory starting too. Mckay and others say that men do not experience things the same, especially in sport so they suggest that more work and attention needs to be looked at in relation to men and their experiences especially seeing if men follow hegemonic masculinity. Ian Wellard is a person who says some more about this in his discussion of ‘exclusive’ masculinity. He is different from the others as he brings in new themes such as resistance and agency. He tells us that men can make choices. 	Comment by Author: This is a very long sentence and there is lots of repetition which should be avoided. Use punctuation carefully. 	Comment by Author: reference	Comment by Author: Too vague, more detail is needed 	Comment by Author: These last three paragraphs are all very short and this makes the argument slightly disjointed. 
  
 So in conclusion where does this leave us? Hegemonic masculinity is still useable even though it has some problems with it. I can use this but with caution. This is what I will do in my project. 	Comment by Author: This is too brief and more detail is required. How exactly will HM theory be used? 
 
Finding Your Way: The overall problem here is that these two sections are vague. They need to be more specific (see ‘best’ example) and to map out what the sections will cover and why this is important 
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