Chapter 13

 

ATTEND AND REPORT  
Research the concert listings in your city or at your college/university.  Attend a piano or organ recital at a recital hall or church.  Write a concert report using the Hearing Music Live report form. Make note of the composers and names of pieces on the program. Identify the types of works performed based upon your study of the forms of this chapter.  Make note of the order of the works on the program.  Is there a tempo relationship between the works that fits some pattern?  At what point on the recital does the performer play what sounds to you to be the most difficult work? 


EXPLORE	
To be a concert pianist like Lang Lang takes years of diligent practice and dedication.  Many children all over the world begin taking piano lessons and practice and play in their homes starting around the age of 7 or 8.  Most professional players began to play at a younger age, despite the small size of hands of the typical child. At this page of Limelight Magazine you are introduced to ten of the greatest concert pianists to have ever lived.  Watch videos of their performances, read about their lives, and consider what kind of lives they might have had.  At what age did each start playing?  What is their personal story of dedication or sacrifices made to achieve their level of performance and success?  Who did they study piano with, and where?  Did they enter and/or win any national or international piano contests?  Would you like to have a life like theirs?  



EXPLORE: Making of a Piano

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAInt7hIZlU

The Steinway brand piano is considered by most musicians to be the highest standard of piano, especially for the concert hall.  In this YouTube video you see how a piano is constructed at the Steinway factory.
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